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Realizing Sexual and Reproductive 
Justice (RESURJ) is a transnational 
membership-based feminist alliance 
formed in 2010 by younger feminist 
activists under the age of 40 from Africa, 
Asia, Pacific, Europe, South West Asia, 
and Latin America, grounded in national 
and regional social justice movements, 
who seek to realize sexual and reproductive 
justice (SRJ) for all.
 
We dream of a world in which sexual 
and reproductive justice is a reality for 
women, adolescents and young people 
in all of our diversity, and we can enjoy 
pleasure,bodily autonomy, integrity and 
freedoms.
 
Our mission is to work as a transnational 
alliance of younger global South feminists 
grounded in diverse social justice 
movements to lead, create, and hold 
space for the realization of sexual and 
reproductive justice. We do this by sharing 
power,building feminist accountability 
praxis, generating alternatives to systems 
of oppression, nurturing communities, 
centering intersectionality, and caring 
for lands, oceans, and diverse ecosystems 
that we are part of.
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Dear Friends,

2020 was a difficult year for us all. The
devastation and destruction caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic are still unfolding in 
many parts of the world. Various countries 
continue to grapple with unprecedented 
challenges as the pandemic, and its impacts 
have added to existing inequalities and 
obstacles marginalized communities face. 
We have seen the fragility and the breakdown 
of health services and systems throughout 
the world, including the interruption and 
deprioritization of vital sexual and 
reproductive health services. COVID-19 
further exposed the ongoing patriarchal 
pandemic that women’s rights and feminist 
advocates have long been fighting against 
- domestic and gender-based violence. We 
also witnessed the heavy hand of the state 
in relying on punitive and criminalizing 
measures in the name of public health, 
further pushing to the margins those most 
affected by inequalities and discrimination. 

In this context and as most of the world 
moved from physical spaces to virtual, in 
RESURJ, we had to find different and inclusive 
ways to continue our activism and south 
feminist organizing alongside you all. All 
the while prioritizing resource mobilization 
towards COVID-19 relief efforts that various 
communities of belonging have been doing 
relentlessly. We spent time revisiting and 
revising our ways of working and organizing 
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feminist co-learning spaces to respond to 
new and old realities and crises faced by 
members and accomplices in our countries 
and communities. 

As we grappled with the depth and breadth 
of the pandemic, we knew that our energy 
needed to be focused on putting solidarity 
into practice in holding space for our members 
and younger south activists who are at the 
forefront of organizing towards transforming 
inequities and injustices. 

This meant that mutual aid became a crucial 
strategy through which we shared space and 
resources towards supporting young feminist 
organizing and collaborations. For us it has 
also been a way to uplift RESURJ members 
and accomplices experiencing economic 
hardships due to the pandemic and 
compounded climate emergencies. 

It also meant not only supporting the work 
but holding space and caring for those doing 
the work. Recognizing the overwhelming 
effect our activism and lives can have on 
us, especially on women, girls, and gender 
non-conforming people, we co-created
Healing Circles and space for collective care 
to help young feminist activists from the 
South express manifestations of trauma and 
its impacts on the body. This included 
exploring tools and embodied practices to 
support healing at a personal level and in the 
community. Centering healing and care is 
core to how we in RESURJ envision collective 
liberation and the realization of sexual and 
reproductive justice. 

2020 was a year of learning for us at RESURJ; 
adapting to new challenges and finding 
approaches rooted in collective care, rest, 
and pleasure to navigate these challenges. 
2020 was also RESURJ’s 10-year anniversary, 
and even though celebrations were quiet and 
postponed to 2021, there was gratitude 
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for the collective, for each other and all the 
friends and accomplices who have journeyed 
forth with us. Our five-year strategic plan 
(2015 - 2020) concluded in 2020, and we began 
the process of dreaming and planning future 
directions for RESURJ and the change we 
want to see in the world. 

It is with humility, gratitude, and hope that 
we move forward. We will continue to forge 
new paths by building upon our collective 
narrative, milestones and waves of our 
organizing. As always, we value the support 
and encouragement from all of you who 
champion us and are comrades in our 
shared struggles and triumphs.

In solidarity,

Chantal Umuhoza
Dana Zhang
Inas Miloud
Jasmine Lovely George
Laura Valenciano Arrieta
Madiha Latif
Mari-Claire Price
Marisa Viana
Mirta Moragas
Nana Abuelsoud
Oriana Lopez Uribe
Sachini Perera
Shubha Kayastha
Sibusiso Malunga
Umba Zalira
Viva Tatawaqa
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COVID-19 RESPONSE AND COLLECTIVE CARE

In line with feminist solidarity practice and 
collective care, we expanded upon our mutual 
aid strategy to include reallocation of funds 
for members’ urgent work in response to the 
pandemic.

Along with Vecinas Feministas, we began 
mapping and documenting increased 
criminalization as a response to tackle 
COVID-19 in countries. 

We hosted Feminist Community of Care 
(FemCom) sessions and Healing Circles with 
members and accomplices. 

YOUNGER FEMINISTS MOVEMENT BUILDING 

We adapted our plans for the Commission on 
the Status of Women into virtual spaces and 
organized the Feminist Community of Care  
(FemCom) online as well as a side event on 
RESURJ’s sexual and reproductive justice 
(SRJ) framework.

We picked up a conversation about 
inequalities, extractivism and care work with 
participants from our 2018 cross-regional 
convening on SRJ to connect about the 
global pandemic and continue our collective 
analysis on urgent and emergin issues in our 
regions.

https://resurj.org/2020/04/23/survey-on-criminalization-related-to-covid-19-in-our-countries/
https://resurj.org/2020/04/23/survey-on-criminalization-related-to-covid-19-in-our-countries/


6RESURJ Annual Report | 2020

We launched our “Making The Connections”       
report, which showcases the lessons learnt 
from ten years of RESURJ convenings with 
younger South feminists organizing and 
movement building. 

REGIONAL AND GLOBAL ADVOCACY

We supported RESURJ members and 
allies to attend the Africa Regional Forum 
on Sustainable Development (ARFSD) and 
the Regional Conference on Women in Latin 
America and the Caribbean in the context of 
Beijing+25 regional consultation, where they 
worked closely with regional partners to 
support young feminists engagement, hosting 
preparatory meeting and accompaniment 
activities.

We initiated advocacy work around Beijing+25, 
CSW, and the Generation Equality Forum 
(GEF) in the months before their cancellation/
postponement.

This included:
• engagement in regional advocacy spaces 
such as the ARFSD and LAC Regional Beijing+25 
consultation
• language recommendations on alternatives 
to criminalization and comprehensive res-
ponses to GBV and sexual and reproductive 
rights violations, including the CSW alternative 
feminist declaration
• applying to lead the Action Coalitions 
in the context of the Generation Equality 
Forum
• participation in planning for the GE Forum 
and the Youth Journey 
• continued engagement in the Alliance for 
Gender Equality and Universal Health Coverage 
work, and 
• inputs to preparations for the HLPF, including 
the WMG position paper and from The Pandemic 
to 2030: Feminists Want System Change series. 

https://www.gefyouthjourney.org/
https://www.womensmajorgroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/WMG-HLPF-2020-Position-Paper.pdf
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We co-developed a framework to support 
organizations and activists who want to submit 
responses to the UN Special Rapporteur on 
Violence against Women’s thematic report on 
rape as a grave and systematic human rights 
violation and gender-based violence.  https://
resurj.org/2020/11/10/framework-for-submis-
sions-to-the-un-srvaw-thematic-report-on-
rape-as-a-grave-and-systematic-human-ri-
ghts-violation-and-gender-based-violence-
against-women/ 

SOUTH FEMINIST ANALYSIS AND THOUGHT 
LEADERSHIP

We hosted a series of online dialogues 
in 2020, providing a feminist space for 
those engaged in the work around limitations 
of criminalization and punitivism, to explore 
further the key findings and recommendations 
from our Beyond Criminalization report. 

We held an exchange on protectionist 
approaches to adolescent rights and bodily 
autonomy with various partners from Latin 
America and the Caribbean alongside  Balance 
and Vecinas Feministas.

Along with AWID and Accountability 
International, we curated a conversation 
on “Freeing Ourselves: Challenging 
Criminalization & Stigmas” that discussed 
strategies to challenge all kinds of 
criminalization of bodies and lives and 
how to resist stigma and build collective 
freedoms. 

https://resurj.org/2020/11/10/framework-for-submissions-to-the-un-srvaw-thematic-report-on-rape-as-a-grave-and-systematic-human-rights-violation-and-gender-based-violence-against-women/
https://resurj.org/2020/11/10/framework-for-submissions-to-the-un-srvaw-thematic-report-on-rape-as-a-grave-and-systematic-human-rights-violation-and-gender-based-violence-against-women/
https://resurj.org/2020/11/10/framework-for-submissions-to-the-un-srvaw-thematic-report-on-rape-as-a-grave-and-systematic-human-rights-violation-and-gender-based-violence-against-women/
https://resurj.org/2020/11/10/framework-for-submissions-to-the-un-srvaw-thematic-report-on-rape-as-a-grave-and-systematic-human-rights-violation-and-gender-based-violence-against-women/
https://resurj.org/2020/11/10/framework-for-submissions-to-the-un-srvaw-thematic-report-on-rape-as-a-grave-and-systematic-human-rights-violation-and-gender-based-violence-against-women/
https://resurj.org/2020/11/10/framework-for-submissions-to-the-un-srvaw-thematic-report-on-rape-as-a-grave-and-systematic-human-rights-violation-and-gender-based-violence-against-women/
https://resurj.org/2020/11/10/framework-for-submissions-to-the-un-srvaw-thematic-report-on-rape-as-a-grave-and-systematic-human-rights-violation-and-gender-based-violence-against-women/
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TRANSNATIONAL SOLIDARITY 

Black Lives Matter: Solidarity Statement 
https://resurj.org/2020/06/19/black-lives-ma-
tter-solidarity-statement/ 

Solidarity for Uruguay this International Day 
of Action for Women’s Health 
https://resurj.org/2020/05/25/solidarity-for-uru-
guay-this-international-day-of-action-for-wo-
mens-health/ 

South Feminist Solidarity Statement With The 
Egyptian Initiative For Personal Rights (EIPR) 
https://resurj.org/2020/12/02/south-femi-
nist-solidarity-statement-with-the-egyp-
tian-initiative-for-personal-rights-eipr/ 

Feminist declaration on the occasion of the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the Fourth World 
Conference on Women 
https://resurj.org/2020/03/10/feminist-decla-
ration-on-the-occasion-of-the-twenty-fif-
th-anniversary-of-the-fourth-world-confe-
rence-on-women/ 

CAMPAIGNS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

We launched the #365WaystoBeFeminist 
campaign and collaborated with various 
feminist formations like the Vecinas 
Feministas, Fondo Maria, and The A Project. 

We launched the Injusta Justicia regional 
campaign in partnership with Vecinas 
Feministas, critiquing protectionist 
approaches to adolescent sexuality in Latin 
America. We presented the campaign 
outcomes in regional conferences, national 
launches and with partners in global virtual 
dialogues.

https://resurj.org/2020/06/19/black-lives-matter-solidarity-statement/ 
https://resurj.org/2020/06/19/black-lives-matter-solidarity-statement/ 
https://resurj.org/2020/05/25/solidarity-for-uruguay-this-international-day-of-action-for-womens-health/ 
https://resurj.org/2020/05/25/solidarity-for-uruguay-this-international-day-of-action-for-womens-health/ 
https://resurj.org/2020/05/25/solidarity-for-uruguay-this-international-day-of-action-for-womens-health/ 
https://resurj.org/2020/12/02/south-feminist-solidarity-statement-with-the-egyptian-initiative-for-personal-rights-eipr/ 
https://resurj.org/2020/12/02/south-feminist-solidarity-statement-with-the-egyptian-initiative-for-personal-rights-eipr/ 
https://resurj.org/2020/12/02/south-feminist-solidarity-statement-with-the-egyptian-initiative-for-personal-rights-eipr/ 
https://resurj.org/2020/03/10/feminist-declaration-on-the-occasion-of-the-twenty-fifth-anniversary-of-the-fourth-world-conference-on-women/ 
https://resurj.org/2020/03/10/feminist-declaration-on-the-occasion-of-the-twenty-fifth-anniversary-of-the-fourth-world-conference-on-women/ 
https://resurj.org/2020/03/10/feminist-declaration-on-the-occasion-of-the-twenty-fifth-anniversary-of-the-fourth-world-conference-on-women/ 
https://resurj.org/2020/03/10/feminist-declaration-on-the-occasion-of-the-twenty-fifth-anniversary-of-the-fourth-world-conference-on-women/ 


How would you describe 
the impact of the pandemic 
on our collective work?

Madiha: I think it allowed for the collective to look 
inwards and gave us the opportunity to ask ourselves 
difficult questions, navigate new ways of working, 
and spend some time working on the collective’s future.

Nana: An overall feeling of tiredness, taking breaks 
has helped to an extent but not entirely because 
most things went virtual, from work, to friends 
hangouts, weddings, to giving condolences. It became 
challenging to disconnect.

Mirta: The pandemic has affected all of us in the 
way we work, and we are all overwhelmed by it in 
our own context. RESURJ has supported us in different 
ways, making us feel that we are not alone, and we 
are all struggling with similar challenges. For me, it 
was an important companionship, and I am really 
grateful for that.

A conversation with RESURJ members
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RESURJ was formed out of a realization that 
feminist discourse and campaigning on the 
international stage was primarily dominated 
by feminists from the Global North. The few 
who represented the South weren’t younger 
feminists either and often had/have privileges 
in terms of class, caste, language, etc. From 
our inception in 2010, we have intentionally and 
continuously worked to platform younger 
South feminists, create access to policy-making 
spaces, and materially and emotionally 
accompany younger feminists, including 
RESURJ members, in our collective organizing. 

Healing Circles 

As part of our wider practice of collective 
care and healing, and in light of the
pandemic-exacerbated crises faced by 
Global South feminists, RESURJ and the 
Coalition for Sexual and Bodily Rights in 
Muslim Societies (CSBR) created a series 
of online healing circles. The circles were 
created to provide a safe space focused on 
wellness, the politics of pleasure, and 
resilience while also addressing the effects 
of personal, systemic, and intergenerational 
traumas that we face in our movements. 
The space was open to all RESURJ members 
and CSBR networkers, with facilitators from 
Turkey, Chile, and Kyrgyzstan. The sessions 
brought together 18 participants from 
October to December 2020. 
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Illustration by Sonaksha Iyengar

Practicing Mutual Aid

In 2020, we expanded our mutual aid strategy to 
provide financial resources to support younger 
feminist organizing and collaboration, participatory 
feminist research on the effect of the pandemic on 
Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR), 
and RESURJ members experiencing financial hardship 
due to the pandemic. 

FIJI

We provided support to DIVA for Equality - Fiji for 
urgent and vital work responding to communities 
impacted by the cyclones and by the COVID-19 
pandemic, particularly at-risk LGBTQI+ people, sex 
workers, survivors of sexual and gender-based violence, 
women with disabilities, elder women, transient young 
people, and others. Through this collaboration, we also 
contributed to the growth of QaQa: Fiji Grassroots 
Young Women’s Network, to mobilize and strengthen 
their communication and advocacy actions. 

https://www.sonaksha.com
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INDIA

We collaborated with Hidden Pockets Collective to 
facilitate a dialogue with relevant stakeholders on the 
criminalization of child, early and forced marriage. 
The coalition of feminist and child rights groups 
discussed and strategized around the governments 
move towards increasing the age of consent for 
girls to marry in India. The discussions were centered 
around stories and realities from various communities. 

RWANDA 

We supported a young feminist lead Rwandan 
organization to identify intersecting areas of work 
across movements and do so with people with 
disabilities, domestic workers, sex workers, and
LGBTQI+ groups. In addition, the work in Rwanda also 
focused on gathering the specific advocacy demands 
from people who are often marginalized from the 
national and mainstream SRHR discourse.  

PARAGUAY

We supported Las Ramonas, a feminist organization, 
to sustain a hotline providing advice on a variety of 
women’s rights issues, including on GBV and access 
to justice. The hotline was particularly critical to 
provide legal support in the context of access to justice 
to women and girls during the pandemic.

MEXICO

We supported RESURJ member organizations in their 
vital work to provide access to abortion during the 
pandemic. 
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FemCom at CSW64

In 2020, the 64th session of the UN 
Commission on the Status of Women 
(CSW 64) was suspended due to the 
pandemic. This session was meant to 
review and appraise the Beijing Platform for 
Action (BPfA), and explore challenges to its 
full implementation. Despite the unilateral 
decision of suspension, we felt it was important 
to have a collective intergenerational reflection 
as Global South feminists. We did this through 
our Feminist Community of Care (FemCom), 
which aims at supporting and accompanying 
younger Global South feminists’ participation 
in regional and global advocacy spaces. 

For RESURJ and Diverse Voices and Actions 
for Equality - DIVA for Equality -Fiji, the 
FemComs we co-organize at CSW is a 
significant space to reassess multilateralism 
as strategic opportunities for feminist 
advocacy and mobilization for the human 
rights of women, girls and gender diverse 
people. CSW is also particularly important as 
it allows us access to a policy-making space, 
often gated to our peers, coworkers, and 
fellow feminists in the Global South. The 
support provided to navigate these challenges 
is adapted to the various needs of accomplices, 
including supporting with an honorarium for 
their virtual engagement, and ensuring feminist 
accompaniment.

cross-regional 
convenings and 
dialogues
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Along with DIVA for Equality-Fiji, we hosted 
CSW64 FemCom virtually on 27 March 2020 
to connect with other South feminists, create 
a space for collective care and solidarity, and 
reflect on South organizing for Beijing+25. 
The two-hour conversation included 32 
intergenerational feminists from 24 countries. We 
discussed feminist organizing around Beijing in 
1995, memories of and insights into post-Beijing 
accomplishments, and speculations on what 
could be possible within the current review 
process.

There was a critique on how the suspension 
of CSW was handled, where feminists organizing 
around the review process struggled to 
decipher what the suspension actually meant. 
The delayed communication from the UN 
with civil society organizations and relevant 
stakeholders reinforced how this process has 
often been layered and inaccessible to many 
activists. They also noted that the out-of-
pocket expenses feminists have to bear to 
be included in the review process were a 
key challenge in giving adequate time for 
engagement. 

CSW Side Event

We also organized a webinar in lieu of a side 
event we were scheduled to organize at CSW 
in 2020. The event, “A Justice Framework by 
Global South Feminists: Transforming Approaches 
to Accountability”, was held with 34 participants 
and speakers from multiple countries. The 
event spoke to issues of ecological justice, 
gender-based violence, economic justice 
and macroeconomic policy, shortcomings
of criminalization, bodily integrity and 
criminalization, and  RESURJ’s justice 
approach to addressing these issues.
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Feminist Dialogues and other gatherings

RESURJ participated in Solidarity Beyond 
Borders!, an international conversation hosted 
by Women for Women’s Human Rights–New 
Ways and KAOS-GL from Turkey, as part 
of the   One Day One Struggle campaign by 
CSBR. The conversation focused on 
transnational solidarity, feminists and LGBTQI+ 
struggles against rising authoritarianism, 
anti-rights trends and rights wing populisms. 
RESURJ shared methods of organizing and 
transnational strategies in positioning a 
comprehensive advocacy agenda for 
SRHR and LGBTQI+ rights, as well as feminist 
accountability practices.

In celebration of September 28 International 
Safe Abortion Day, RESURJ joined Women’s 
Global Network for Reproductive Rights, the 
Sexual and Reproductive Justice Coalition 
South Africa, and SHEActs Africa on a series 
of conversations on “South to South Conver-
sations: Reproductive Justice and Abortion 
Rights”.  These conversations highlighted the 
relevance of intersectionalities and the justice 
framework when advocating for access to 
abortion. 

Following this initial discussion, we, along 
with the Women’s Global Network for 
Reproductive Rights, Satuvisi Indonesia, and 
Hidden Pockets Collective, and with the support 
of the Safe Abortion Advocacy Fund, co-hosted 
the online discussion series on “Young People, 
Reproductive Justice, and Abortion Rights”. 
The learning series highlighted the ways 
young SRHR advocates from various 
countries are leading the struggle for 
abortion liberalization and focused on 
strengthening strategies to position a 
reproductive justice framework in advocacy 
spaces. RESURJ members facilitated sessions 
focusing on SRHR in the Global South and 
advancing sexual and reproductive justice. 

https://resurj.org/2020/11/15/solidarity-beyond-borders/
https://resurj.org/2020/11/15/solidarity-beyond-borders/
https://www.facebook.com/wgnrrregional/videos/789443711868660/
https://www.facebook.com/wgnrrregional/videos/789443711868660/
https://www.facebook.com/wgnrrregional/videos/789443711868660/
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In 2020 we also had the opportunity to share 
our feminist accountability and membership 
practices with allies, such as our participation 
in a webinar organized by the Sexual and 
Reproductive Health and Rights Platform in 
Turkey. The webinar focused on Good 
Practices on Sexual and Reproductive Rights 
Network and members relations. 

RESURJ members also presented, facilitated 
and engaged in conversations with key 
partners in the context of challenging 
criminalization. In the context of the 
proposed change to the legal age of marriage 
for girls in India from 18 to 21, RESURJ joined 
“The Child, Early & Forced Marriage & Unions 
and Sexuality Working Group” virtual dialogue 
“What’s Age Got to Do with It?” to discuss the 
impact of the proposal on young people, 
advocates and policymakers and how the 
focus on age alone hides the many layers of 
the complexity of child, early and forced 
marriages and the consequences for 
adolescents and young people. 

https://resurj.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Key-Takeaways_WhatsAgeGotToDoWithIt_3.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loQhwxRqx_c


Through the zoom-ification 
of most movements and 
conferences, what was the 
impact on global solidarity?

Laura: The zoomification of actions has been a 
double-edged sword. For one it has expanded the 
reach and access for people who were interested 
in a subject but hadn’t fully engaged in the spaces 
necessary to have a spot in in-person events. On 
the other hand it has limited participation in various 
ways including the invisibilization of those without 
internet access. 

Oriana: Using the pandemic as an excuse, stakehol-
ders have become more unreachable, the regional and 
global spaces have turned into endless panels that 
reach thousands but there is no real exchange. The 
zoom-ification has also meant an over-availability for 
participating, which seemed like an efficient way to 
engage, but not having time for ourselves is taking 
a toll. Burn out of zoom meetings is a reality.

Shubha: Even when the virtual spaces seems to be 
‘open’ to all, not everyone can participate because of 
factors like restricted access and shut-down of the 
internet. Global conferences and gathering timing did 
not cater to those living in certain parts of the world 
as it centered in the US and Europe. 

A conversation with RESURJ members
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With the onslaught of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
challenges around policy advocacy were also 
magnified. The global and regional inter-
governmental policy making space started 
to look very different as countries and UN 
agencies embraced the virtual nature of 
engaging in multilateralism, which in turn 
made decision-makers feel even less 
compelled to engage with members of
civil society. As RESURJ, we persisted in 
advocating the fact that the measures to 
navigate through this health crisis need to 
be inclusive of public health infrastructures, 
investments in social protection programs, 
universal access to basic water and sanitation 
and valuing care work.

64th Commission on the Status of Women 
(CSW)

The main focus of the 2020 UN Commission 
on the Status of Women (CSW) was due to 
be around the review and appraisal of the 
implementation of the Beijing Declaration 
and Platform for Action (BPfA). The outcomes 
of the twenty-third special session of the 
General Assembly, and global fora in Mexico 
and France had been set to continue 
discussing and mobilising member states for 
translating post Beijing+25 global 
commitments into actions at the national 
level. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Commission on the Status of Women convened 
on 9 March, 2020, was then suspended 
until further notification. Despite this, 
RESURJ members had been tracking 
progress at national levels, across various 
countries, on the implementation of the 
BPfA, as well as engaging in national 
consultation processes and regional conferences 
in different regions. 

global advocacy
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Our participation in these spaces informed 
inputs to the Women’s Rights Caucus alternative 
declaration: Feminist declaration on the 
occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
the Fourth World Conference on Women, as 
well as language recommendations and 
advocacy priorities. 

Beijing+25 and Generation Equality Forum 
(GEF)

In the context of Beijing+25 and the 
Generation Equality Forum, RESURJ 
participated in the UN Women Strategic 
Planning and Leadership Group for the GEF 
providing inputs to the design of the GEF, as 
well as the Generation Equality Forum 
Civil Society Advisory group to the Core 
Group hosted by NGO CSW. RESURJ 
members in Latin America, Europe, Africa, 
Asia, Pacific and Southwest Asia and North 
Africa (SWANA) engaged in preparations for 
the regional consultations, as well as 
strategizing with regional partners, cross-
regionally, and in the country.

Alongside AWID, RESURJ co-facilitated a 
virtual Beijing Unfettered workshop, and 
contributed to the co-creation of the GEF 
Youth Journey. 

RESURJ supported members and accomplices 
in the follow up to key advocacy spaces 
attended in 2019 and 2020, including using 
analysis, priorities, and calls to action from 
regional Beijing+25 forums, to shape the key 
priorities for the Beijing+25 process and the 
upcoming Commission on the Status of 
Women in 2021.

https://www.gefyouthjourney.org/
https://www.gefyouthjourney.org/
https://resurj.org/resource/women-radically-transforming-a-world-in-crisis/
https://resurj.org/resource/women-radically-transforming-a-world-in-crisis/
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We saw the process towards the Generation 
Equality forum and the creation of the various 
Action Coalitions as an opportunity to position 
the interlinkages between social protection, 
gender equality, and SRHR, as well as between 
climate justice, and gender equality. Of particular 
importance was the need to unpack the 
priorities under the Action Coalitions and how 
we elucidate the need for an intersectional 
approach across all the thematic areas of the 
Action Coalitions.

As we continue to engage with GEF processes 
and advocate for accountability for the 
Action Coalitions commitments and the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda, we are 
also aware of the multiple moving pieces, 
competing priorities, and the confusing 
nature of a process that can lead to 
excluding civil society participation, in 
particular young feminists from the global 
south. This awareness has been critical as 
we take stock of platforms and opportunities 
to position RESURJ’s action agenda and 
engage with like-minded South feminists. 

Universal Health Coverage (UHC)

We continued to advocate for universal health 
coverage in 2020, including our engagements 
with the Alliance for Gender Equality and 
UHC. In May 2020, a RESURJ member joined a 
side event at the 73rd World Health Assembly. 
The event focused on “Grounding Health 
Systems in Gender Equality to Achieve 
Universal Health Coverage”. During the 
International Day of Action for Women’s 
Health on May 28 and the UHC Day on 12 
December, we reiterated that SRHR is 
essential for UHC and anchored our mes-
sages to our Action Agenda. As we move 
forward, we see the vital need to continue
to strengthen the links between UHC, gender 
justice and SRHR. 
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High Level Political Forum on Sustainable 
Development 

We inputted on the Women’s Major Group 
position paper for the High Level Political 
Forum (HLPF) – in particular highlighting 
access to education, ICTs, links between 
SRHR and Universal Health Coverage (UHC), 
as well as a call for extended social 
protection and universal basic income. 
RESURJ also contributed to the Women’s 
Major Group’s “From the Pandemic to 2030: 
Feminists Want System Change” series.
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XIV Regional Conference on Women in Latin 
America and the Caribbean - UN Economic 
Commission for Latin America and Caribbean

In January 2020, RESURJ members and allies 
participated in the XIV Regional Conference on 
Women, hosted by the United Nations Economic 
Commission on Latin America and Caribbean 
(ECLAC) and the Chilean Government. The 
Women’s Regional Conference was merged 
with the Beijing+25 regional consultation, 
and as part of RESURJ’s efforts to support 
young feminists to engage with Beijing+25 
reviews, we collaborated with the Vecinas 
Feministas, the International Women’s Health 
Coalition and Girls Not Bride to support a diverse 
cohort of activists from the region. The strategy 
meeting brought together a diverse and 
dynamic group of 25 people, including 
young and younger feminists, indigenous 
women and human rights 

regional advocacy

January 2020 - Santiago Chile.

https://iwhc.org/2020/03/beijing25-latin-american-feminists-secure-gains-demand-progress/
https://iwhc.org/2020/03/beijing25-latin-american-feminists-secure-gains-demand-progress/
https://iwhc.org/2020/03/beijing25-latin-american-feminists-secure-gains-demand-progress/
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activists working on children rights. Collective
priorities were identified to influence the 
outcome document of the Beijing+25 regional 
consultation (Santiago Commitment), and as 
a  strong united front, participated actively 
in the Feminist Forum held a day before the 
Conference with a Feminist Declaration  setting 
out demands for the intergovernmental 
negotiations. 

During the XIV Regional Conference on Women 
at ECLAC, RESURJ, Vecinas Feministas, and 
Balance also hosted a high-level panel to 
discuss the limitations of the criminal 
justice system as the “only response” to 
address sexual and reproductive rights 
violations, sharing findings and case studies 
from the Injusta Justicia regional campaign. 
Members from RESURJ and Vecinas Feministas 
engaged with gender and women’s ministries 
from the region to discuss criminilization 
and advances in the Beijing Plan for Action, 
as well as advocate for priorities like abortion, 
sex work, sexual rights, racial justice, and 
others. 

https://conferenciamujer.cepal.org/14/en/documents/santiago-commitment
http://conferenciamujer.cepal.org/14/sites/crm14/files/declaracion_feminista_xiv_crm_final.pdf.
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Africa Regional Sustainable Development 
Forum (ARSDF)

We participated in the sixth ARSDF, 
strengthened our collaboration with the 
Young African Feminists Dialogues (YAFD), 
and gave our input to civil society advocacy 
priorities. We discussed issues of data 
inefficiency, the role of the private sector, 
and the need for a multi-sectoral approach 
to data generation with civil society 
organizations.



How did advocating for 
SRHR change in your 
context 2020?

Umba: From my context I saw the global and national 
focus shift from SRH advocacy to COVID-19, and 
rightly so, but what we missed to connect early on 
was the impact COVID-19 was going to have on the 
SRH especially of young people. Our approach to 
dealing with the pandemic was not holistic and we 
are seeing the impact of that right now.

Viva: I’ll be honest, for 2020, I didn’t really follow 
up closely with Resurj but I think we did well 
regardless of the complications 2020 served us in 
terms of holding the language on SRJ in high level 
political meetings outcome statements.

Dana: Digital space has become the main space for 
advocacy work with people’s increasing dependency on 
the internet during the pandemic, and most advocacy 
spaces are organized visually. This has brought great 
challenges for organizations and individual activists 
who have been struggling with limited access to 
information and communication technology.

A conversation with RESURJ members
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shifting narratives 
and building 
evidence for justice.
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Since 2016, RESURJ has closely examined 
the limitations of criminalization and punitive 
measures put in place to address sexual 
and reproductive rights violations. From our 
analyses and observations, it is clear that 
States across different regions of the world 
have historically, and continue to, mostly 
respond to issues of Sexual and Reproductive 
and Rights (SRR) violations and gender-based 
violence within the framework of the criminal 
justice system. This approach, which uses 
criminalization as a primary solution, deterrent, 
and response to gender violence and sexual 
and reproductive rights violations, is not only 
employed by states but has also been the 
central approach within some donor agencies 
and feminist movements alike. 

Within our SRJ framework, realizing sexual, 
reproductive, and gender justice necessitate 
recognizing the multiple intersecting oppressions 
and inequalities that sustain violence against 
women, girls and gender non-conforming 
people. Our approach asks that we reach 
beyond the reductionist and protectionist 
lens of the criminal justice system in 
addressing the multiple ways violence and 
discrimination are perpetrated against 
women, girls and gender non-conforming 
people and positions a comprehensive 
response.  

beyond 
criminalization 
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We do this through building evidence from 
the ground up, strengthening alliances with 
other like-minded collectives and organizations, 
exploring comprehensive alternatives through 
cross regional discussions as well as by 
supporting our members to lead evidence-
based policy advocacy.

Beyond Criminalization Dialogues Series - 
Collective Reflections

RESURJ carried out other criminalization-
related work in 2020, like the Beyond 
Criminalization Dialogue Series. As a follow 
up on the conversations started by  the 
“Beyond Criminalization: A Feminist 
Questioning of Criminal Justice Interventions 
to Address Sexual and Reproductive 
Rights Violations” desk review, RESURJ
hosted three online webinars to hold 
discussions around the limitations of 
criminalization and explore the main findings 
of the report from feminist perspectives. The 
three webinars were: When Laws Harm, 
Systems and Saviours, and Alternatives in 
Context. Participants in the webinars 
discussed how legislation that aims to 
protect women and adolescents from SRHR 
violations often fails to provide justice, and 
often makes conditions for violations to 
occur worse. 
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The series discussed the impact of age of 
consent laws on adolscents, absent or 
inaccuracy in data collection on Female 
Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/FGC), the 
excessive use of carceral logic, the driving 
forces behind the criminalization of SRHR 
violations, and potential alternatives. The 
dialogue series made a number of conclusions, 
including that criminalization often falls 
short of protecting victims, as laws tend to 
be created in a way that is less need-based 
and more punishment-focused.

The Criminalization Of A Pandemic: A Cross 
Regional Analysis

In March 2020, at the beginning of the spread 
of the pandemic, Vecinas Feministas por la 
Justicia Sexual y Reproductiva en America 
Latina and RESURJ began a feminist 
mapping and analysis of the measures 
instated worldwide to stop the spread of 
COVID-19. The motivation for this arose 
from concerns over governments using 
punitive measures in the name of a global 
public health crisis. RESURJ and Vecinas 
Feministas developed a survey on the 
multiple containment efforts used all 
around the world in order to understand 
criminalization measures in the context of 
the pandemic. The mapping also relied on 
qualitative interviews and desk reviews of 
media reports. 
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Through this exercise, we noted the use of 
penal measures to punish breaking restric-
tions related to movement and mask used as 
the main method to fight the pandemic, and 
found these measures are often employed 
disproportionately against most marginalized 
communities. This cross-regional analysis 
concluded that the pandemic exposed the 
intrinsic inequalities found in our countries, 
as well as exacerbated them, with marginalized 
groups bearing the brunt of the pandemic and 
its consequent restrictions, and governments 
exploiting the pandemic to further increase 
their power and restrict civic engagement. This 
mapping was relevant to RESURJ and Vecinas 
Feministas’ broader work on questioning 
criminalization as an effective issue-solving 
method, as well as creating evidence to underline 
these discussions.

Building on the Beyond Criminalization 
initiative, RESURJ has led and continues 
to partner with various organizations, 
including a joint submission with Amnesty, 
CREA, Yale Global Health Justice Partnership, 
and IWRAW to the Special Rapporteur on 
VAW’s thematic report on rape as a grave 
human rights violation, as well as guidance 
for allies aiming to make their own submissions. 
The guidance and submission included 
various findings, recommendations and case 
studies from RESURJ’s desk review. During 
the year, we also made a submission to the 
International Commission of Jurists 
consultation on the development of global 
jurists’ principles on criminalization of 
bodies, sexualities and identities.
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Injusta Justica was one of our most significant 
collaborative campaigns launched in 2020. 
The campaign was conceptualized in a 2019 
RESURJ meeting with Vecinas Feministas 
por la Justicia Sexual y Reproductiva en 
América Latina and Balance Promoción para 
el Desarrollo y Juventud that discussed the 
impact of protectionist approaches to 
sexuality and bodily autonomy of adolescents. 
We were particularly interested in exploring 
the limits of criminal law as a way to protect 
adolescents’ sexual and reproductive rights 
in Latin America and Caribbean. The Injusta 
Justicia campaign presents a number of stories 
of adolescents through cases that show the 
consequences of punitive strategies and penal 
regulations on adolescents’ sexual, reproductive 
and bodily autonomy. 

The campaign was officially launched in 
February 2020, and in addition to RESURJ, 
Vecinas Feministas and Balance - it is a 
campaign built with various organizations 
and constituencies from Latin America - 
Airena, BECA, Casa Rara, ECAP, Intersecta, 
Las Ramonas, REDI, Surkuna, and Tik Na’Oj 
and Ixpop-Ix.   

Injusta Justicia Campaign

https://www.injustajusticia.org/
https://balancemx.org/es
https://balancemx.org/es
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As part of deepening the campaign messages 
and collaboration RESURJ brought together 
all partners for a  learning exchange on 
criminalization prior to the XIV Regional 
Conference on Women in Latin America and 
the Caribbean organized by the UN Economic 
Commission in Latin America and Caribbean,  
January 2020, in Chile. The exchange was 
joined by 14 organizations from 13 countries 
from the region. During the exchange, we 
engaged on critical analysis of the criminal 
justice system from an intersectional 
feminist approach. This conversation was 
particularly rich, as organizations engaged 
in the campaign are also seeking space to 
dialogue about interlinked approaches to 
justice that encompasses dismantling 
personal beliefs, stereotypes, and stigma 
related to adolescents’ sexuality. The 
exchange was not only a gathering to 
strengthen the campaign messaging and 
analysis, but actually a bonding moment for 
Injusta Justicia partners as we delve into a 
collective understanding of the needs that 
feminist activist have in engaging with the 
justice system and challenging criminalization. 

23rd and 24th of January, 2020 - Santiago, 
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Since its launch online and offline across 
partner countries, the campaign has seen a 
number of accomplishments, the first being 
expanding the set of stakeholders that can 
amplify the discourse on the impact of 
criminal provisions. For example, in 
Argentina, REDI and Vecinas Feministas held 
an event -Injusta Justicia: Judicial Decisions 
and Medical Interventions Without Consent-
ment to Women With Disabilities - to 
highlight the case of Gabriela and the 
consequences of the justice system on 
young women with disabilities. The event 
was strategically held in the Congress, 
where policy-makers were invited to attend 
and reflect on the need to amend the law 
on forced sterilization for women with 
disabilities.

An important outcome of Injusta Justicia 
has been cross-movement engagement 
by collaborating with young feminists and 
LGBT+ activists, indigenous communities 
and persons living with disabilities. The 
campaign has opened up new dialogues 
and conversations on the shortcomings of 
criminalization, and strengthened the 
network of accomplices organizing towards 
justice for adolescents and women from 
various communities impacted by the 
criminal justice system. These organizations 
work locally and from an intersectional 
approach, and are now an integral part of 
a regional strategy to move Injusta Justicia 
forward. The Injusta Justicia campaign has 
not only pushed the conversation on 
challenging criminalization forward but has 
contributed to concrete changes on the 
ground, both in unpacking patriarchal norms 
around adolescents’ bodies and rights and 
also in strengthening cross-movement 
understanding of the human rights violations 
of historically marginalized peoples.

http://bit.ly/39OTRzA
http://bit.ly/39OTRzA
http://bit.ly/39OTRzA


36RESURJ Annual Report | 2020



37RESURJ Annual Report | 2020

In the context of global, regional and local 
advocacy, women’s stories and realities – in 
particular young women’s and adolescents’ 
realities – are almost always missing from 
negotiations and decision-making in the 
hallways of power. Our experiences are often 
reduced to keywords, trendy concepts, and 
wordsmithing in resolutions and agreements. 
And our challenges, successes and experiences 
get oversimplified in reports and numbers. 
Our Lived Realities explores women and 
young people’s experiences in their own 
voices, and how those conditions affect their 
autonomy, sexuality, wellbeing, pleasure and 
decision-making. 

RESURJ is committed to upholding 
meaningfully inclusive, participatory and 
trust building processes. We commit to 
accountability and transparency in 
everything that we do. The stories featured 
in this initiative are documented with free, 
prior and informed consent, and with 
kindness and care for the participants, and 
RESURJ’s members and allies who lead the 
conceptualizing and implementation of the 
Our Lived Realities: Evidence for Justice 
initiatives in their countries and communities.

our lived realities: 
evidence for justice
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In 2020, we worked on developing a visual 
identity for Our Lived Realities along with 
Thilini Perera and simultaneously editing 
and illustrating the stories from Lebanon 
and Nigeria in order to prepare them for 
publication. 2020 also saw the start of data 
collection for stories emerging from Rwanda 
for the next edition of Our Lived Realities. 



How did advocating for 
SRHR change in your 
context 2020?
Marisa: In our international advocacy efforts 
we found ourselves having to fight really hard to  
even have SRHR broached in intergovernmental 
discussions, and dealing with questions of how 
we are ‘pivoting’ to respond to COVID-19 when the 
reality was that more than ever the resources and 
attention to basic SRHR services needed to be at the 
core of the COVID-19 response. 

Mari-Claire:  Covid-19 has exposed and exacerbated 
many of the issues we work on or our members work 
on. Our work has become even more urgent, and we 
have thoughtfully strategized together on how best 
to address this urgency and support members.

Sibusiso: The increased focus on covid response 
has also left the work heavily impacted as most 
funds and efforts have been pulled out of SRJ and 
re-invested in the covid response, which does not 
take into account the social and economic inequalities 
faced by women and girls in their diversities. In a 
world that already had limited resources (i.e human, 
financial) to respond to the SRJ needs of all persons, 
the reallocation is further escalated the gaps with laws 
and policies and the language used being regressive.

A conversation with RESURJ members
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communications
and campaigns



41RESURJ Annual Report | 2020

Communications are a critical and cross-cutting 
strategy for RESURJ, both as a transnational 
collective located across the Global South 
and in 2020, in particular, given that our 
moments to connect in person were 
minimal or nonexistent. Our communications 
are guided by a (draft) strategy as well as our 
overall collective strategy, and it is as much 
about external communications of our key 
messages and advocacy as it is about 
internal communications to keep the 
collective connected to each other and the 
various movements we are embedded in. 
The strategy is guided by a team of members 
and implemented by the communications 
staff in the RESURJ Secretariat. 
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Our external communications platforms include:

Our website
www.resurj.org 

Reflections Newsletter
418 subscribers at the end of 2020
Subscribe

     Facebook
2044 followers at the end of 2020 (a 5.92% 
increase from 2019)
https://www.facebook.com/RESURJ/

     Instagram
1,360 followers at the end of 2020
  https://www.instagram.com/resurj_/

     Twitter
4,679 followers at the end of 2020
83% of new followers are young people between 
the ages of 18 to 35
https://twitter.com/RESURJ

external 
communications

http://www.resurj.org
https://resurj.us15.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f05b571a934c2abf207f5c606&id=3ca56c86c6
https://www.facebook.com/RESURJ/
  https://www.instagram.com/resurj_/
https://twitter.com/RESURJ
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Reflections

Our flagship series “Reflections on Our 
Countries” aims to create a space for younger 
South feminists to reflect on the interlinkages 
of policy developments, legislation, feminist 
movement-building, and social and political 
injustices in our respective countries and regions. 
Reflections consider critically the social, 
economic, and environmental aspects of 
sexual and reproductive health and rights, 
and provide a platform for analysis from the 
ground by younger South Feminists. 
Reflections are a key strategy to move 
forward the RESURJ Action Agenda. 

Four editions of Reflections were released in 
2020. The March and May Editions focused 
on how our members and accomplices see 
the impact of COVID-19 in our countries and 
regions. They saw entries from Argentina, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Egypt, Fiji, Pakistan, Paraguay, 
Uganda, and the UK. The September Edition 
focused on SRJ from various intersections; 
anti-rights movements from Taiwan to the 
US, intersecting barriers to accessing abortion 
in Rwanda, colonialism, colorism, and 
anti-racism conversations in Pakistan, the 
issues of femicide in Paraguay, and the 
politics of online organizing and access to 
the internet. In December, we focused on 
the 16 Days Of Activism and included 
reflections from Mexico, Egypt, Pakistan, 
Libya, China, and Kenya, talking about 
gender based violence.

Some of the topics covered in 2020 include:

• Feminist responses to COVID-19 (COVID-19)
• Access to healthcare (Healthcare)
• Criminalization to public health crises 
• Colourism/Racism
• Feminist Community of Care (FemCom)
• Femicide
• Black Lives Matter (BLM)
• Access to digital spaces (Digital-Advocacy)
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• Gender based violence (GBV)
• Militarization
• LGBTQ+ Rights
• Digital Violence
• Abortion Rights
• #MeToo
• Intergenerational Reciprocity
• Colonialism

Some feedback to our Reflections in 2020

Social Media and Website

RESURJ’s external communications outputs 
in 2020 focused on highlighting and amplifying 
the challenges brought in by the pandemic, 
while also continuing our work around 
expanding the scope of SRHR through a 
justice framework that considers the 
economic and environmental dimensions 
of our lives. 

The April RESURJ newsletter was super. 
Congratulations to you and members for 
producing strong work despite the 
appalling circumstances. With every 
newsletter, I’m re-inspired by young 
women, who are and have been for so 
long, brave, powerful and resourceful.
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A social media highlight in 2020 was our 
Twitter intervention to question and 
reimagine the leadership processes that 
replicate power structures around Beijing+25 
and GEF. This seems to have resonated with 
many and resulted in an immediate increase 
in interactions on Twitter with 127 new 
followers and 728 new profile visits.

Following a needs assessment for our 
communications strategy, we began the 
process of revamping our website in late 
2020. It was done in collaboration with 
ODDLY, a web development company from 
Sri Lanka. Some of our objectives were to:

• Improve accessibility and user experience;
• Increase visitors and their engagement 

with the site;
• Improving the visibility of our work; and 
• Position RESURJ as a key resource for 

South-based knowledge and analysis on 
sexual and reproductive justice. 

The revamped website is expected to be 
completed and launched in 2021. 

#365WaysToBeFeminist

Following our #365DaysOfPleasure campaign 
in 2019, we launched the #365WaysToBeFe-
minist campaign in the first quarter of 2020. 
The campaign aimed to virtually engage a 
wide audience on various facets of feminism 
through 120 posts shared via our various social 
media platforms. The themes included 
feminist approaches to justice, love and 
relationships, education and knowledge, 
resource mobilization, and work and labour. 
Each post comprised a feminist rethinking 
of carrying out certain processes, whether 
leadership, justice mechanisms, love, etc. 
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The #365WaysToBeAFeminist campaign 
aimed to elicit discussions on the wide 
reaching and multifaceted reality of 
feminism and feminist practices, and show 
some of the potential material applications 
of these practices. 

The campaign also included collaborations 
with partners from all over the world, such 
as Xochiquetzalmx from Mexico working on 
Comprehensive Sexuality Education (ICSE), 
Vecinas Feministas por la Justicia Sexual 
y Reproductiva en América Latina, Fondo 
Maria, and Mashrou’ Alef in Lebanon. 

Shared in the earlier section on Beyond 
Criminalization 

Injusta Justicia Campaign
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As a transnational collective that has always 
been scattered across the Global South with 
members living and working in different time 
zones and meeting in person only a few 
times a year, we at RESURJ have always 
relied on various communications platforms to 
stay connected and do our collective work. 
However, with COVID-19 and all other aspects 
of our lives and work also shifting mostly 
online, these ways of communicating 
became more important and overwhelming. 
This is something we grappled with 
throughout the year, with varying levels of 
connection. We also have had an ongoing 
conversation about the political economy 
and neoliberal capitalist business models of 
the communications platforms we use, and 
how they affect our individual and collective 
safety and security, as well as the autonomy 
of how we communicate and archive. 

internal 
communications



In a few words how has 
being in RESURJ suppor-
ted you in 2020?

Dana: Solidarity, healing power.

Mari-Claire:  Solidarity and support for transitions 
and impact of pandemic.

Oriana:  Global community of care, accomplices for 
tackling uncertainty.

Sachini:  Companionship, Care in its various 
manifestations.

Marisa:  Feeling the the power of transnational 
feminist friendship.

Viva:  Practically demonstrating genuine feminist 
accomplices. Accomplices are more than allies or 
being colleagues, they get to stand by you even 
through the Fire.

Mirta:  Sorority. I hope I was there for someone 
within the collective in the same way the collective 
was there for me.

Nana: Camaraderie, feminist praxis.

Sibusiso: Reflection, co-creation of healing and solidarity.

A conversation with RESURJ members
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strengthening
RESURJ 
infrastructure
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RESURJ is a collective of individuals with 
deep roots in our communities and national 
level organizing. 2020 more than ever, 
showed us that we not only need support for 
the work that we do to tackle injustices, but 
we must care for those that do the work in 
deeper and more intentional ways. RESURJ’s 
internal and collective building and care 
became an enhanced area of priority whilst 
members faced massive shifts to their work 
and personal lives in the context of the pandemic. 

Over the years, we have developed various 
tools, processes, and planning approaches 
that are flexible and respond to the situations 
and capacities of RESURJ members. It has 
included developing collective and self-care 
practices linked to resources and time 
justice. This means, for example, that plans 
we had defined in the pre-pandemic year 
had to be quickly re-assessed, including our 
leadership transition and strategic plan 
development. And instead, as we navigated 
through uncertainties, we prioritized 
strengthening our base by paying close 
attention to the personal and organizational 
needs of our membership, going deeper 
into our Sexual and Reproductive Justice 
framework, revisiting our vision and mission 
as well as further articulating our  values, 
protocols and ways of working. We also took 
scheduled collective breaks twice in the year 
to ensure we pause and rest in meaningful 
ways.

strengthening
RESURJ 
infrastructure
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This has, in turn, allowed us to begin to 
move toward a robust, well defined, 
collectively built plan and timeline for 
RESURJ’s next strategic planning imagining, 
reflecting the Alliance’s relevance for south 
feminist organizing and advocacy for a 
comprehensive and just sexual and 
reproductive justice agenda.
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As part of our strategic planning process, 
RESURJ members continued to build on the 
foundation of work around the Narrative of 
Change that began at the retreat in 2019. We 
have collaborated with a close accomplice 
with expertise on south feminist organizing 
and virtual/online engagement to help 
RESURJ navigate a strategic planning 
process in times of uncertainty.
 
In late 2020, we held a series of internal 
strategizing calls with members to further 
develop our upcoming strategic plan and 
assess our work and strategies in the 
context of the pandemic and beyond. To 
date, we have developed and adopted a 
new mission, vision and outcomes-based 
framework as part of RESURJ’s vision for the 
future. Over the next few months, we will 
finalize our narrative (s) of change and share 
RESURJ’s aims for the future along with an 
expanded Sexual and Reproductive Justice 
Framework that we hope can generate 
further discussion on the application of SRJ 
in our various contexts. 
 
Membership and Advisors 

In 2020, we experienced changes in our 
membership and advisory.  We were excited 
to welcome three new members to the 
collective - Inas Miloud  (Libya), Dana Zhang 
(Taiwan ) and Sibusiso M (Zambia) and elected 
a new advisor Alejandra Sardá-Chandiramani 
(Argentina). It was also time to bid 

restructuring: new strategic 
plan, new members, 
advisors, secretariat 
transition.
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farewell to our outgoing member Jasmine 
Lovely George (India), and outgoing advisor 
Charmaine Pereira (Nigeria). Going forward, 
RESURJ will be assessing our membership 
structure and advisory needs, and engaging 
with former members to strengthen connections 
amongst the various generations of RESURJ 
members. 

The pandemic also impacted our internal 
transitions plans in regards to RESURJ’s 
Secretariat, and we made the decision to 
postpone the election of a new Executive 
Coordinator and Secretariat members 
until 2021. However, 2020 provided us with 
the time to delineate a collective and 
transparent process by which RESURJ’s new 
Secretariat and Executive Coordinator would 
be identified and supported. This included, 
for example, setting up a new Evaluation 
Committee made up of current and former 
members that would provide accompaniment 
to the transition process. 
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As we celebrated RESURJ’s 10-year anniversary 
and navigated a new strategic planning 
process virtually, we began documenting 
lessons learned from the past few years that 
have supported future plans. For example, 
through the launch of “Making the Connec-
tions: A review of RESURJ’s feminists dia-
logues and convenings: 2011-2019” - the 
evaluation highlights the strategic weight of 
RESURJ convenings, including how they have 
shifted or enhanced advocacy efforts, and 
the intersectional, flexible, and participatory 
approach and methodology used in RESURJ 
hosted meetings, dialogues and convenings. 
Through this documentation, we have been 
reassured about RESURJ’s unique  role in 
holding global south led spaces for and by 
younger feminist organizing and learning as 
spaces for ‘timely’ conversations. It has also 
shown us the necessity of convening 
transnationally to strengthen and sharpen 
participants’ political and social analysis, 
thought leadership on emerging issues, and 
deepening analysis of sexual and reproductive 
justice framing with interlinkages. While 
COVID-19 has presented concrete obstacles 
to in-person convenings, including our 
annual retreats, it has also pushed us to 
explore new and more accessible ways of 
connecting, advocating, organizing, and 
remaining vigilant in pursuit of sexual and 
reproductive justice.

the power of 
documenting 
paths taken 

https://resurj.org/resource/making-the-connections-feminist-report/
https://resurj.org/resource/making-the-connections-feminist-report/
https://resurj.org/resource/making-the-connections-feminist-report/
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financial
statement
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The pandemic made us re-allocate global 
and regional advocacy as well as dialogues/
convenings resources towards young feminist 
support, thought leadership activities online 
and mutual aid post February 2020. We 
revisited our budget allocations for travelling 
and in-person meetings to expand our 
communications capabilities, including 
ensuring translators, covering participants 
data cost, providing honoraria to the team, 
and participating in our activities. 

The total income received in 2020 was 
$560,000.00. 

Our Program Areas expenses totalled 
$272,685.00 and included our efforts in 
supporting young feminist leadership and 
organizing, the Beyond Criminalization 
Initiative and Our Lived Realities: Evidence 
for Justice. This also accounts for global and 
regional advocacy engagement during 2020, 
and combined, it represents about 61% of 
our budget. We re-allocated more resources 
towards strengthening our communications 
outreach and platforms; this includes, for 
example, launching the Injusta Justicia 
campaign and  providing honoraria to 
Reflections on our Countries contributors - 
the total for this area is $53,840.00. 

Our organizational and Core Expenses 
include: Fiscal Sponsorship, insurance and 
benefits for RESURJ Secretariat members, 
resource mobilization, and monitoring, 
evaluation and learning, as well as 
infrastructure cost such as various 
platforms used.

financial
statement
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The total spent in this area was $121,000.00, 
representing 27% of our overall budget. 

An important note on our budget is that 
income received at the end of 2020 will be 
applied towards 2021 activities, but due to 
fiscal compliance, it must be documented as 
income for 2020. 

2020 Total Income: USD 560,000

2020 Total Expenditure: USD 447,525.45

PRIVATE FOUNDTIONS
USD 445,000

ORGANIZATIONAL AND 
CORE EXPENSES

USD 121,000/27.04%

WOMENS FUNDS
USD 25,000

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP AND 
YOUNG FEMINIST ORGANIZING

USD 229,000/51.17%

GLOBAL AND REGIONAL 
ADVOCACY 

USD 43,685/9.76%

NGOs
USD 90,000

COMMUNICATIONS
AND OUTREACH

USD 53,840/12.03%
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We are grateful to: 

Accountability International
American Jewish World Service
Channel Foundation
Ford Foundation
Global Fund for Women
Open Society Foundation
Wellspring Philanthropic Fund
The Praxis Project



59RESURJ Annual Report | 2020

in gratitude
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We would like to thank all of our members, 
friends, funders and everyone else who gave 
their creativity, time, passion and work to 
RESURJ. We also send thanks and love to 
our supporters and our accomplices.

Special thanks
ADVISORS
Alejandra Sarda-Chandiramani
Anita Nayar
Charmaine Pereira 

Contributors and supporters:
Bruna David
C  amila Csery
Celina Huus
Jac Sm Kee
Fadekemi Akinfaderin
Kika Frisone
Marisol Ruiz
Niza Solari
Rima Athar
Sian Maseko
Soha Abdelatty
Thilini Perera
Sonaksha Iyengar
Suman Saurav 
Vecinas Feministas
DIVA for Equality, Fiji
SPECTRA

in
gratitude
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To our fiscal sponsors:
RESURJ’s political decision to remain an 
unregistered south feminist alliance is 
possible because of our fiscal sponsors and 
the finance teams within their organizations 
that provide support and backing in carrying 
out our operations. Since 2017 RESURJ has 
counted the support of The Praxis Project as 
our primary fiscal sponsor; and the support 
of our member’s organization, Balance 
Promoción para el Desarrollo y Juventud AC 
that has facilitated RESURJ’s fiscal activities 
at the regional level. We are grateful to them 
for their support and guidance.

Finally, to all of our current and former 
members that make RESURJ a reality. 
Roaring on!
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annex i : 10 
years of RESURJ
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2020 witnessed the 10 years of RESURJ. 
Over the 10 years, we celebrated a number 
of collective milestones. Here is a glimpse 
into some of those:

• 2010- Formation of RESURJ

In 2010, a group of transnational feminist 
activists gathered together to address the 
absence of younger South feminist voices in 
international advocacy spaces and link these 
to local realities. RESURJ emerged from this 
meeting!

• 2011- Forging Intergenerational 
Collaborations

In 2011, RESURJ launched the 10 Point Action 
Agenda at CPD2011, calling for centering 
women’s and young people’s sexual and 
reproductive rights in program and 
development efforts. It was also the year 
when RESURJ co-hosted an inter-
generational meeting of women’s rights & 
sexual and reproductive rights activists to 
discuss strategy for “Cairo +20” and post 
MDGs. The resulting rallying call, “Our Rights, 
Our Lives”, was disseminated widely through 
various networks around the world & was 
subscribed by over 370 diverse organizations 
across 67 countries. This is significant as 
it was the beginning of RESURJ’s broader 
transnational and cross-border work. 

10 milestones 
for 10 years 
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• 2012- Commission on Population 
and Development

An important accomplishment in RESURJ’s 
history, in 2012, the joint advocacy by a 
coalition including DAWN, RESURJ, IWHC, 
Amnesty International, and others led to the 
adoption of the groundbreaking resolution 
on “Adolescents and Youth” during the 45th 
session of the UN CPD! 

• 2013- RESURJ Guidelines come 
into being

In 2013, RESURJ finalised its internal guidelines 
with feminist accountability and care at its 
core. The guidelines were finalised during the 
annual retreat in Mexico, where members 
gathered to build upon RESURJ’s identity, 
governance and accountability structures.

• 2014- Centering Sexual Rights and 
Upholding Bodily Autonomy

2014 saw the launch of “My Body, My Rights” 
petition by RESURJ & Amnesty, calling for 
sustained action & accountability to prioritize 
the health & human rights of young people. 
This specifically called for the prioritization 
of young women and adolescent girls in the 
ICPD+20 and post-2015 development agenda. 
It was also the year RESURJ brought together 
a fierce group of younger feminists from 
Latin America & the Caribbean for a dialogue 
on SRJ. The convening resulted in “Declaración 
del Diálogo Latinoamericano y Caribeño sobre 
Justicia Sexual y Reproductiva.”
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• 2015- RESURJ 5 Year Anniversary

2015 marked our 5 year anniversary and our 
continued commitment to fostering stronger 
communities by building trust, nurturing 
solidarity, and sharing power. We celebrated 
our leadership transition through the letter, 
“The Future of RESURJ - A Recommitment 
to Justice. 2015 was also the year of 
supporting & accompanying the founding of 
regional cohorts of younger South feminists; 
the Vecinas Feministas para la Justicia 
Sexual y Reproductiva en América Latina & 
YAF Dialogues. RESURJ has supported & 
accompanied these formations from the beginning, 
with young feminists from the regions.

• 2016 Emphasizing On Interlinkages 
and Cross-Movement Organizing

2016 was the year RESURJ delved into 
criminalization work, with a meeting on 
shortcomings of criminalization to address 
sexual and reproductive rights violations.
 We also launched “Reflections On Our 
Countries”,  which critically considers the 
socio-economic & environmental interlinkages 
with SRHR. Through these reflections, our 
aim is to provide a platform for interlinkages 
analysis from the ground by younger South 
feminists!

• 2017- Building Evidence For Justice

In 2017, RESURJ’s interlinkages’ work took 
shape with the start of Our Lived Realities 
initiative! The initiative commits to document 
& publish narratives of the socio-economic & 
ecological conditions affecting younger women’s 
& adolescents’ decision-making with regards 
to their sexual & reproductive rights. Our 
South feminist organizing & support for 
newcomers in advocacy spaces also grew in 
2017, with the 1st ‘The Space’ (now FemCom) 
held with DIVA For Equality in supporting 
South feminists at Commission on the 
Status of Women.
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• 2018- Cross movement and    
transnational movement building 

2018, with the convening of a cross-regional 
SRJ dialogue in Malaysia, was a 
year of cross-movement and transnational 
movement building for RESURJ! We also 
continued supporting the South feminist 
newcomers at FemCom alongside DIVA for 
Equality, resulting in the South Feminist 
Manifesto.

• 2019- Towards Shifting Narratives

In 2019, RESURJ amplified its commitment to 
centering pleasuring in our lives, organizing 
and advocacy by launching the
#365DaysOfPleasure campaign!

Continuing to build our Thought 
Leadership work, we launched the 
“Beyond Criminalization” report, which 
presents the findings of research on the 
shortcomings and limitations of penal 
policies in addressing SRHR violations. 
The aim of this analytical report was to 
reimagine alternatives to criminalized 
approaches, which put human rights and 
justice at the center.

• 2020- Towards Continued          
Resistance And Reflections

2020, like many other feminist organisations, 
was a year of resistance & reflection for 
RESURJ. With Balance Promoción para el 
Desarrollo y Juventud, Vecinas Feministas, 
& various other local partners, we launched 
the #InjustaJusticia campaign. With 
#InjustaJusticia, we want to reflect on the 
limits of the criminal justice system as the 
only defense strategy for protecting 
adolescents’ rights and bodily autonomy.

https://balancemx.org/es
https://balancemx.org/es
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We also launched the “Making The Connections” 
report assessing the convenings held over 
the last 10 yrs to learn of the ways these 
convenings have supported & connected 
Global South younger feminist organizing for 
SRJ.

Moreover, From Oct-Dec 2020, we collaborated 
with The Coalition for Sexual and Bodily 
Rights in Muslim Societies (CSBR) to host 
the Healing Circles, a 5-part workshop series 
to deepen solidarity, connection, and care, 
hoping to create a space for feminists that 
centred the possibilities for pleasure, 
connection and joy.

The Healing Circle also tried to collaboratively 
address the deep impacts of personal, 
systemic & intergenerational traumas that, 
as activists, we face daily in our movement 
building.
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annex ii: 
Compendium of 
Reflections from 
Our Countries | 2020
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• Double Pandemic for Women and Girls by 
Pamela Martin Garcia, Argentina

• Bolivia, COVID-19 and the right: Repression 
is our brand by Andrea Terceros, Bolivia

• Avoid the Streets and the Brazilian Presi-
dent in times of COVID-19 by Marisa Viana, 
Brazil

• We are not in this together! by Nana 
Abuelsoud, Egypt

• COVID-19 in Pakistan: Who will take care 
of the health workers? by Madiha Latif, Pa-
kistan

• Punitivism and militarization in times of 
quarantine in Paraguay by Mirta Moragas, 
Paraguay

• COVID-19 Responses: Let’s not forget the 
lessons from Global South Feminists by 
Mari-Claire Price, UK

• When the Pandemic is a Portal to Militari-
zation by Sachini Perera, Sri Lanka

• Making waves in Fiji in times of COVID-19 
By Viva Tatawaqa, Fiji

• Female Sex Workers (FSWs) torn be-
tween starving or surviving at risk of their 
own health & safety by Macklean Kyomya, 
Uganda

• “Join our webinar”: Provocations on webi-
nars and feminist ways of knowing by Sa-
chini Perera, Sri Lanka

• Heads Up for all Women who are still stan-
ding strong in times of crisis! By Viva Ta-
tawaqa, Fiji

Covid-19 and its Impact 

https://resurj.org/reflection/double-pandemic-for-women-and-girls/
https://resurj.org/reflection/bolivia-covid-19-and-the-right-repression-is-our-brand/
https://resurj.org/reflection/bolivia-covid-19-and-the-right-repression-is-our-brand/
https://resurj.org/reflection/avoid-the-streets-and-the-brazilian-president-in-times-of-covid-19/
https://resurj.org/reflection/avoid-the-streets-and-the-brazilian-president-in-times-of-covid-19/
https://resurj.org/reflection/we-are-not-in-this-together/
https://resurj.org/reflection/covid-19-in-pakistan-who-will-take-care-of-the-healthworkers/
https://resurj.org/reflection/covid-19-in-pakistan-who-will-take-care-of-the-healthworkers/
https://resurj.org/reflection/punitivism-and-militarization-in-times-of-quarantine-in-paraguay/
https://resurj.org/reflection/punitivism-and-militarization-in-times-of-quarantine-in-paraguay/
https://resurj.org/reflection/covid-19-responses-and-south-feminist-leadership/
https://resurj.org/reflection/covid-19-responses-and-south-feminist-leadership/
https://resurj.org/reflection/when-the-pandemic-is-a-portal-to-militarization/
https://resurj.org/reflection/when-the-pandemic-is-a-portal-to-militarization/
https://resurj.org/reflection/making-waves-in-fiji-in-times-of-covid-19/
https://resurj.org/reflection/female-sex-workers-fsws-torn-between-starving-or-surviving-at-risk-of-their-own-health-safety/
https://resurj.org/reflection/female-sex-workers-fsws-torn-between-starving-or-surviving-at-risk-of-their-own-health-safety/
https://resurj.org/reflection/female-sex-workers-fsws-torn-between-starving-or-surviving-at-risk-of-their-own-health-safety/
https://resurj.org/reflection/join-our-webinar-provocations-on-webinars-and-feminist-ways-of-knowing/
https://resurj.org/reflection/join-our-webinar-provocations-on-webinars-and-feminist-ways-of-knowing/
https://resurj.org/reflection/heads-up-for-all-women-who-are-still-standing-strong-in-times-of-crisis/
https://resurj.org/reflection/heads-up-for-all-women-who-are-still-standing-strong-in-times-of-crisis/
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Gender-based Violence

Abortion

Interlinkages and 
Feminist 

• Will chemical castration address gen-
der-based violence? by Madiha Latif, Pa-
kistan

• Providing GBV response to LGBT+ commu-
nities in Western Kenya by Billy Hani, Kenya

• The Olimpia Law: A feminist win in the fi-
ght to address digital violence in Mexico? 
by Oriana Lopez Uribe, Mexico

• The consequences of political shortcuts or 
why Marisel’s case, criminally, is not femi-
cide by Mirta Moragas Mereles, Paraguay

• The power of silence #MeToo in China after 
3 years by Dana Zhang, Taiwan

• Lightning concrete with orange is useless 
by Nana Abuelsoud, Egypt

• Medical Abortion: Nurses have a Say? by 
Nishitha Aysha Ashraf, India

• The intersecting barriers to accessing 
abortion in Rwanda by Chantal Umuhoza, 
Rwanda

• The heartbeat bills: Anti-rights movements 
sharing tactics from Taiwan to the U.S. by 
Dana Zhang, Taiwan

• Colonialism and Colorism: Why Anti-Ra-
cism Talks Matter in Pakistan by Madiha 
Latif, Pakistan

• The role of militarized patriarchy in Libya 
by Inas Miloud, Libya

• Unpacking donor “humanitarian response”: 
Funding for social justice in the global sou-
th by Chantal Umuhoza, Rwanda

• Feminist Community of Care Reflections 
on CSW64 by RESURJ

• An open letter to the Egyptian Family by 
Nana Abuelsoud, Egypt

https://resurj.org/reflection/will-chemical-castration-address-gender-based-violence/
https://resurj.org/reflection/will-chemical-castration-address-gender-based-violence/
https://resurj.org/reflection/providing-gbv-response-to-lgbt-communities-in-western-kenya/
https://resurj.org/reflection/providing-gbv-response-to-lgbt-communities-in-western-kenya/
https://resurj.org/reflection/the-olimpia-law-a-feminist-win-in-the-fight-to-address-digital-violence-in-mexico/
https://resurj.org/reflection/the-olimpia-law-a-feminist-win-in-the-fight-to-address-digital-violence-in-mexico/
https://resurj.org/reflection/the-consequences-of-political-shortcuts-or-why-marisels-case-criminally-is-not-femicide/
https://resurj.org/reflection/the-consequences-of-political-shortcuts-or-why-marisels-case-criminally-is-not-femicide/
https://resurj.org/reflection/the-consequences-of-political-shortcuts-or-why-marisels-case-criminally-is-not-femicide/
https://resurj.org/reflection/the-power-of-silence-metoo-in-china-after-3-years/
https://resurj.org/reflection/the-power-of-silence-metoo-in-china-after-3-years/
https://resurj.org/reflection/lightining-concrete-with-orange-is-useless/
https://resurj.org/reflection/medical-abortion-nurses-have-a-say/
https://resurj.org/reflection/the-intersecting-barriers-to-accessing-abortion-in-rwanda/
https://resurj.org/reflection/the-intersecting-barriers-to-accessing-abortion-in-rwanda/
https://resurj.org/reflection/the-heartbeat-bills-anti-rights-movements-sharing-tactics-from-taiwan-to-the-u-s/
https://resurj.org/reflection/the-heartbeat-bills-anti-rights-movements-sharing-tactics-from-taiwan-to-the-u-s/
https://resurj.org/reflection/colonialism-and-colorism-why-anti-racism-talks-matter-in-pakistan/
https://resurj.org/reflection/colonialism-and-colorism-why-anti-racism-talks-matter-in-pakistan/
https://resurj.org/reflection/the-role-of-militarized-patriarchy-in-libya/
https://resurj.org/reflection/unpacking-donor-humanitarian-response-funding-for-social-justice-in-the-global-south/
https://resurj.org/reflection/unpacking-donor-humanitarian-response-funding-for-social-justice-in-the-global-south/
https://resurj.org/reflection/unpacking-donor-humanitarian-response-funding-for-social-justice-in-the-global-south/
https://resurj.org/reflection/feminist-community-of-care-reflections-on-csw64/
https://resurj.org/reflection/feminist-community-of-care-reflections-on-csw64/
https://resurj.org/reflection/an-open-letter-to-the-egyptian-family/



